I selected the history of the successful treatment of glaucoma, as the first subject to be dealt with in these papers, because it served to illustrate an advance which was not merely relative, but absolute. A disease previously incurable, and always terminating in blindness, has been rendered completely amenable to surgical control, subject only to the condition that the required operation be performed in time. The At the time when the ophthalmoscope was introduced into practice, the method of operating for senile cataract was that devised by Daviel, which had held its ground for more than a century. His original knife had been modified by Beer, and was a miniature form of the implement which is still used for cutting trusses of hay out of a rick. The blade was a rightangled triangle, with a cutting edge on the hypothenuse, which formed the point by its junction with the longer of the two sides containing the right-angle.
to make the flap downwards. The capsule of the lens was then opened by a pricker carried through the pupil, and the lens itself was pressed through the pupil, and ultimately through the corneal section. Any residual soft matter was removed as far as possible, and the eye was closed to await the development of the result.
